	

	Maine Can Do Better

SAVE THE DATE: Maine Can Do Better will be holding a State House rally on the morning of Tuesday, January 12, 2010. At this event we will be calling on our elected leaders to consider alternatives to proposed budget cuts that will make these tough times tougher for Maine communities, businesses and families. Stay tuned for event specifics.

Bill, 

Last Friday, Governor Baldacci proposed a supplemental budget to address a $438 budget gap in the remainder of this fiscal year and next. This proposal includes significant cuts to essential public structures that serve us all.

Here are some examples of proposed cuts that the Legislature will be considering beginning in the early January (click here for more information):

· $111 million cut (including lost federal matching $) to rates paid to certain MaineCare providers. This would apply to services like physical therapy, occupational therapy, case management, in-home supports for families, home/community/employment supports for people with developmental disabilities, all intensive residential services, vision services, non-hospital rehabilitation services, mental health services, substance abuse counseling, and family planning services. 

· $1.8 million cut to the Low Cost Drugs for the Elderly and Disabled program. 

· Nearly $1 million cut in funding for the Homemaker Services Program resulting in a reduced number of hours per month that the services can be provided and tighter eligibility requirements leaving some individuals no longer eligible. 

· $625,000 cut to Consumer Directed Services Program, reducing the maximum allowable hours of care for severely disabled individuals. 

· Elimination of the "Shared Living" Model for over 400 adults with developmental disabilities currently living in the community in private homes.  Instead these individuals would return to the adult foster home model.   

· $700,000 cut to a variety of community supports which could include mental health, domestic violence, and sexual assault services. 

· $4.5 million cut (including lost federal matching $) to mental health outpatient therapy for both children and adults. 

· $580,000 cut in funding for adult education in areas including general development testing, college transition, and local enrichment programs. 

· $73 million cut to k-12 General Purpose Aid to Education. 

· $5.6 million cut to the Maine Residents Property Tax and Rent Refund Program (Circuit Breaker). This cut restricts eligibility for the property tax rebate program. 

This budget proposal relies principally on cuts. It is up to us to make the case that we can't cut our way to recovery and that the road to prosperity is not paved with potholes.

We know that Maine can do better. 

Let's start our work now by telling our legislators that we need to take a broader approach to solving our current budget crisis by putting all options on the table -- cuts and revenues. 

 

An easy way to begin to deliver this message is through an online survey at the State Senate Majority Office: 

 

http://www.mainesenate.org/ newsletter/2009-survey.htm .

2010 promises to be a busy year for Maine Can Do Better. We wish you a joyful and restorative holiday season.


Sincerely, 

 

Ben Dudley

 

 




