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Each of us at Moose Ridge wishes you the very best of the new year. We knew it was going to be a difficult session and we knew it was likely to start quickly and it looks like that will indeed be the case. 

The Appropriations Committee will take center stage this week and next as public hearings for the $30 million placeholder and the supplemental budget begins Tuesday morning with a work session for the streamlining initiatives the very next day. It appears that a one-time fix of about $17 million from the Treasurer’s office has literally saved the day to help balance this portion of the budget that the committee has been working on through the summer and fall. The balance is expected to come from the remaining departments of state government. We know that some of the proposed streamlining initiatives, particularly in DHHS, were actually included in the Governor’s supplemental budget which means the savings would be counted twice if adopted in committee. No one expects that to happen but it will be interesting to see how this works itself out. We will be watching and listening closely. Like the supplemental budget, the details are still being worked on and numbers being manipulated to meet the target savings. 

The full schedule of the first two weeks of the session is linked below: be sure to check this carefully with special attention to any carry over bills and the appropriations hearing times broken down by department and office. We expect the Appropriations committee to run long during the DHHS hearings – this budget is clearly the tipping point, after years of cuts and flat funding, in terms of the possible survival for many of the programs and services that Maine’s most vulnerable citizens depend on for daily living. 

http://www.maine.gov/legis/senate/Documents/hearing/ANPHFrame.htm
We want to highlight two significant media events for January 12th and 13th. 
Tuesday, January 12, 

Maine Can Do Better coalition is organizing to make a very strong statement opposing the cuts contained in the supplemental budget on Tuesday, the 12th – time TBD. The idea is to have as many people as possible show up to make a strong presence while the legislature is in session. Many times the rank and file legislators in committees outside of HHS and Education don’t see the personal side of these cuts. It is a logistical challenge to have a strong number of people show up since the hearings themselves, staggered over three days, will have very different constituencies testifying but we think it is worth the effort. 
Wednesday, January 13th,

 We are going to have another press event in the Welcome Center at 11:00 am highlighting the community mental health system which has been besieged year after year while the effects continue to be deeply felt at the local level and will be addressed by law enforcement, consumers and behavioral health professionals. 

