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Army Pfc. Neil I. Turner, 21,
of Tacoma, Wash., died Jan. 11,
in Logar province, Afghanistan,
of injuries sustained from a
non-combat related incident.

Army Sgt. 1st Class Ben-
jamin B. Wise, 34, of Little
Rock, Ark., died Jan. 15 in Land-
stuhl Regional Medical Center,
Germany, of injuries sustained
on Jan. 9 in Balkh province,
Afghanistan, when enemy forces attacked his
unit with small-arms fire.

Two Marines died Jan. 15 while conducting
combat operations in Helmand province,
Afghanistan. Killed were Cpl. Jon-Luke Bate-
man, 22, of Tulsa, Okla., and Lance Cpl. Ken-
neth E. Cochran, 20, of Wilder, Idaho. This
incident is under investigation.

We remember

BY LINCOLN COUNTY SHERIFF TODD
BRACKETT, CUMBERLAND COUNTY SHER-
IFF KEVIN JOYCE, SAGADAHOC COUNTY
SHERIFF JOEL MERRY, YORK COUNTY
SHERIFF MAURICE OUELLETTE AND TWO
BRIDGES REGIONAL JAIL AUTHORITY
ADMINISTRATOR MARK WESTRUM

Leaders in Augusta are mulling
over tough fiscal choices to ensure
Mainers get a budget written in
black ink.

As veteran sheriffs and jail
administrators, we have a request to
help prevent future crime: Do not
make deep cuts to Head Start and
home visiting programs.

These programs offer us an excel-
lent opportunity to cut crime and
save public money because crime
itself is so expensive.

Make no mistake: Corrections
spending is necessary for ensuring
that our communities are safe. But
funding an inmate’s time in lock-up
is not the most positive investment
in the future.

Corrections costs statewide
exceeded $150 million in 2010. We
can save millions in policing, correc-
tions and judicial costs by steering
more kids toward success, away

from lives of “crime and punish-
ment.”

Maine should prioritize funding
for programs such as, Head Start
and voluntary home visitation, that
help put kids on the right path and
lead them to become law-abiding
adults. For instance, high-quality
early learning programs for at-risk
kids gives them the best chance at
success in school and in life,
improves graduation rates, lowers
special education needs, and
reduces later crime.

New research findings published
in the June issue of Science
strengthen the argument that high-
quality early education can be a
proven crime-prevention strategy.

A 25-year study of Chicago’s
Child-Parent Centers found children
left out of the high-quality preschool
were 27 percent more likely to have
been arrested for a felony by age 28
and were 39 percent more likely to
have spent time in jail and/or prison
than similar kids who did attend the
quality early learning program. The
Child-Parent Centers produced
more than $10 in benefits for every

$1 spent.
A national survey found that

adults who attended Head Start as
children were 8 percent less likely to
be arrested or charged with a crime
than their siblings who did not
attend Head Start.

Though other research shows
Head Start is not yet reaching its
full potential, important reforms
that should help it do so are under
way. Maine needs to help it realize
that potential and not abandon at-
risk kids who need a good start in
life.The earlier the boosting of acad-
emic achievement and social devel-
opment starts with a young child,
the higher the returns to our society.
For all of these reasons, we believe
the proposal to cut all General Fund
support for Head Start in the cur-
rent supplemental budget is ill
advised.

Maine’s investment in voluntary
home visiting is also at risk. These
programs offer counseling and
resources to young parents and
pregnant mothers to help them over-
come a lack of knowledge, experi-
ence and family support they need

to understand the developmental
needs of their infants and young
children. This lack of understand-
ing too often leads to inappropriate
discipline, neglect and even child
abuse.

More than 3,200 Maine’s children
were substantiated victims of child
abuse and neglect in 2010, and the
actual number is likely much higher
since many cases go unreported.

By providing voluntary, intensive
home-visiting services to young
families very early in their chil-
dren’s lives, we can reduce child
abuse. Home visiting programs can
keep children from ever needing
child protective services — a valu-
able outcome for public safety and
for our pocketbooks.

A study of one quality home visi-
tation program found that children
in participating families were half
as likely to be abused or neglected.
Children who did not participate in
the program had more than twice as
many criminal convictions by age 19

as those in families who received the
visits.

It’s clearly worth the effort to
focus on preventing child abuse and
neglect in the first place. In fact,
analysis of the same home visiting
program found that it saved taxpay-
ers almost $21,000 for each family
served.

Last June, legislators rightly
chose to keep Maine’s home visiting
program intact, and we hope they
will do so again in the pending sup-
plemental budget. We also strongly
urge legislators to protect support
for Head Start in the same supple-
mental budget.

Forming consensus to balance the
state budget is obviously easier said
than done. However, law enforce-
ment leaders across Maine agree
that we must preserve our invest-
ment in young children to avoid
higher criminal justice and correc-
tions costs in the future.

In the interests of saving taxpayer
dollars and ensuring public safety,
Maine legislators should put proven
crime prevention programs for chil-
dren first in this year’s budget.

Keep funding prevention programs that reduce crime
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BY REP. KIMBERLY OLSEN
Maine Republicans accom-

plished a great deal in last
year’s legislative session.

We implemented reforms in
health insurance, taxes, regu-
lations, welfare and the state
pension system to increase
Maine’s competitiveness and
restrain government. We also
paid off outstanding hospital
debt that had built up for
years and reformed the
Maine Turnpike Authority
after exposing waste and
fraud.

This year, we have no inten-
tion of slowing down.

We will continue our wel-
fare reform program via leg-
islation that makes certain
assistance is available to
those truly in need. Through
our efforts to pass bills that
crack down on fraud in Med-
icaid (MaineCare) and
methadone clinic reimburse-
ment abuse, we will strive to
ensure that taxpayers’ hard-
earned dollars are not squan-
dered.

Another item on the agenda
involves workers’ compensa-
tion reform. We have not had
a major review of our work-
ers’ compensation laws in
almost 20 years. Maine still
has one of the most expensive
workers’ compensation sys-
tems in the nation, even
though rates have dropped 7
percent, thanks largely to the
restructuring of the medical-
fee schedule.

Essentially, this reform pro-
tects taxpayers and employ-
ers from paying more in med-

ical costs for an injury sus-
tained while working as an
employee than for the same
injury sustained while not on
the job.

This is important to under-
stand, because in our system,
states compete with one
another for business. Regard-
less of how we think we’re
doing as a state, we need to
look beyond our own borders
to create a more favorable
market that will bring jobs to
Maine.

This year’s Republican pro-
posal on workers’ compensa-
tion makes sensible changes
that reduce litigation and
tighten eligibility while send-
ing a strong signal to employ-
ers that Maine is serious
about their success.

Personally, I have intro-
duced a “Caylee’s Law” bill
similar to that being consid-
ered in many other state leg-
islatures across the country.
This proposal is in response
to the horrific events sur-
rounding the death of 2-year-
old Caylee Anthony, who was
found murdered after being
reported missing by her
grandmother. Caylee’s moth-
er, Casey Anthony, admitted
not having seen her for weeks
at the time of the child’s
declared disappearance.

“Caylee’s Law” is a mea-
sure I couldn’t imagine any
parent not supporting. I was
especially motivated to sub-
mit this measure after receiv-
ing countless emails and calls

from constituents requesting
that something be done to
prevent a similar occurrence
here.

My initiative seeks to guar-
antee Maine children some
level of justice that Caylee
Anthony deserved. If the bill
is enacted, parents will be
required to report a missing
child within a set time frame
— 24 hours — or face a Class
C crime, punishable by up to
five years of imprisonment.

One of the biggest issues
this session will undoubtedly
be how we address the budget
deficit in the Department of
Health and Human Services
(DHHS). While it’s true that
most of the current shortfall
is not the result of extra peo-
ple enrolling this year, the
fact remains that DHHS has
been growing far faster than
the rest of the budget — or
state revenue.

We need to fix that underly-
ing problem to keep the sys-
tem sustainable. Enrollment
has grown steadily over the
past 10 years, through good
times and bad, outpacing the
rate of population growth by
ten-fold. Federal stimulus
money masked the shortfall
for the past few years, but
that money is all gone.

Republicans are committed
to solving the problem by con-
taining spending in DHHS,
not by cannibalizing other
important state agencies,
such as education and public
safety, nor by rescinding tax
relief to working families.

Although we are committed

to this framework, we are
flexible as to where to tighten
the DHHS budget, as evi-
denced by our position on
protecting assisted living
facilities.

My colleagues and I look
forward to working with
Democrats to create a viable
safety net for Maine’s needi-
est citizens.

All of these reforms speak
to an overarching view of
government that we, as
Republicans, proudly
espouse. We deeply care about
protecting those who are
truly incapable of taking care
of themselves. Yet we under-
stand how frustrating it is for
a working person who is
struggling to pay his or her
own bills to see others who are
just as capable remain reliant
on taxpayers for support.

We are committed to ensur-
ing that government works as
efficiently and honestly as
possible. I encourage you to
follow events as they unfold
over the next few months in
Augusta and wish to ask my
constituents to not hesitate to
contact me directly with any
concerns or ideas.

Please know that your
input is valued and that all of
us at the State House are hon-
ored to be representing your
interests.

REP. KIMBERLY OLSEN, R-
Phippsburg, represents Maine House

District 64, which includes Phippsburg,
Harpswell and part of West Bath. A

carpenter and homebuilder, she serves
on the Marine Resources Committee.

GOP legislators build on 2011 success
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BY GORDON L. WEIL
Maine is the oldest state in

the Union.
That simple statement may

send an important message
about efforts to keep or bring
young people to the state. It
could be a tough task, and it
could be one doomed to fail.

When the standard is medi-
an age — the age at which half
the population is younger and
half is older — Maine has the
highest age. And the six New
England states all rank among
the nine oldest in the country.

The reason is clear. Maine
ranks among the top three,
along with New Hampshire
and Vermont, in having one of
the lowest birth rates — the
number of newborns for each
1,000 people — in the country.

Maine has a birth rate of
10.2 births per 1,000, while the
national rate is 13.5. That’s a
big difference — about a 25
percent difference.

Of course, these two facts —
older average age and a low
birth rate — have something
to do with one another. The
older the population grows,
the fewer people of child-bear-
ing age there are in the state.

But there is another reason
for the relatively low birth
rate. Maine has long been
known as the state with the
smallest minority population
in the country.

More than 95 percent of the
population is classified as
white, sometimes listed as

Caucasian. In the country as
a whole, about 72 percent are
classified as white.

The birth rate among whites
is far lower than for Hispanics
or blacks. Nationally, the birth
rate for Hispanics is 22.2 per
1,000 and 16.4 for blacks, but
only 11.3 for whites.

Aside from births, out-
migration is a major factor in
Maine, as young people leave
for higher education or jobs.
In the 18-34 age range, there is
a net population loss.
Arrivals exceed departures
among people 35 and older.

A Census Bureau study
revealed that population
growth in the North and Mid-
west has slowed, with the
West and especially the South
as the big gainers. The most
obvious reason is simply the
weather, which may trump
many of the efforts states
make to keep young people in
northern states.

A recent analysis focuses
on one man and his effect on
the region. Robert Noyce
failed to get a tenured faculty
position at M.I.T. and moved
to California, where he was
one of the founders of the
computer industry in Silicon
Valley. Thousands of technol-
ogy people followed him west,
depriving New England of
much of the leadership in the
information age.

Maine has derived some

benefit from this develop-
ment. The manufacture of
semi-conductors here pro-
duces many good jobs. And
Noyce’s former wife, Betty,
became one of the historic
benefactors of the state after
she moved here.

In 2010, Lynn E. Browne, the
chief economist of the Feder-
al Reserve Bank of Boston,
noted that the area had faced
hard times in the second half
of the 20th century, but it
always bounced back. For her,
the key is education. People
have to be trained to meet
changing needs.

Her analysis showed that
there is an increasing need
for people with associate-
degree level educations.
Today’s tasks require a level
of skill that is beyond what
can be attained in high
school. And going back to
school again for more associ-
ate-level training as needs
change is easier than obtain-
ing a full-scale college educa-
tion for a second time.

Maine has been moving
ahead dynamically to develop
its community colleges, just
what the economist ordered.

That fits with the needs of
an older population. Older
people need more medical
care provided by people with
advanced education of the
type provided at community
colleges. The availability of
that education may help
explain why Maine’s unem-

ployment rate is lower than
the national rate.

Right now, many jobs in the
health care professions in
Maine go unfilled. These are
mostly skilled jobs, requiring
some specialized training.

The increased need for
health care could mean an
increased financial burden on
government. The current dis-
cussions in Augusta illustrate
the problem of balancing the
budget while providing essen-
tial health care.

Health care provides jobs,
but the state’s economic devel-
opment cannot depend on
meeting health needs using
tax revenues, at least at this
time. New economic activity
could produce more public rev-
enues to support health care.

To make staying in Maine
attractive to Maine youth, there
must be good jobs. Good-paying
manufacturing jobs won’t
return to levels of 20 years ago,
Browne wrote, but the regional
educational level, key to high-
paying jobs in an electronic
economy, is stagnating.

She suggested that New
England must produce a more
highly educated work force to
attract new business here.

GORDON L. WEIL is a contributing
writer at the Maine Center for Public

Interest Reporting
(pinetreewatchdog.org). He can he can be

contacted at Weil.Gordon@gmail.com.
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Reconsider raze request
To the editor:

As a citizen of Brunswick
for 84 years and a taxpayer for
64, may I take this opportuni-
ty to express my view of the
appointed Village Review
Board’s denial of All Saints
Parish’s application to raze
the building that stands on
the corner of Union and
Pleasant streets.

Since the parish now con-
sists of six churches, some of
the buildings are no longer
needed. The cost of moving
this structure is out of sight,
so the only alternative is to
demolish it.

As to the water runoff from
said property, its already
doing that and has since I was

a child. I was sad to read that
the rector of St. Paul’s Episco-
pal Church spoke against the
demolition application.

In the past, both churches
have had a great rapport with
each other, even allowing use
of each other’s parking area
for special occasions. I
strongly believe that’s what
Christians do.

Our parish has many elder-
ly people. St. John’s is in need
of more parking for disabled
people, and this side of our
church is the easiest to help
them attend Mass.

Please reconsider your vote
very carefully, and with your
hearts.

Julie Dionne
Brunswick
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