Children’s Budget

Impact Inventory and Statement

Tracking Form

Contact:  
Ana Hicks

ahicks@mejp.org
626-7058 ext 210
Issue Arena:  (choose one)     
___Education              _X__ Economic security (including access to health care) 

___ Health and wellness  ___ Safety and Well-being

Program/Service Name: Temporary Assistance for Needy Families
Department/Division/Bureau: Office of Integrated Access and Support, Department of Health and Human Services
The TANF Program provides cash assistance; employment, training and education opportunities; and work supports, such as childcare, to low-income parents with children.  

Describe changes to funding of this issue in the 2010-11 budget:  
The state is meeting its maintenance of effort in the TANF program at approximately $40 million in state funding.  Funding for TANF has remained essentially flat-funded since 1996 at both the federal and state level.  In SFY 2010 and the first quarter of SFY 2011, the state will be able to draw down funds through the TANF Emergency Fund (passed as a part of ARRA) to address the increase in caseload due to the economic recession.  

Quantify the impact of these changes: 
Because funding for the program has been flat funded, the TANF benefit for families has not increased since 2001.  The maximum benefit for a family of three is $485, which is only 32% of the federal poverty level.  Maine has the lowest TANF benefit in all of New England.  Many families on TANF are living in deep poverty.

The additional funds from the federal government are helping the state to address the increase in caseload.

In addition, child care provider reimbursements for TANF and transitional child care were cut in SFY 2010 to help OIAS stay within its overall TANF budget.  

